
Greenvale Primary School 

Spring Term Curriculum Newsletter 

Year 6 – FALCONS 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome to the start of a new and exciting year. 

This curriculum newsletter is written to provide parents with information about what your children will 

be learning during the term.   

Below is a brief summary of the main topics that will be covered this term. 

English Welcome to Nowhere 

During this term, we will be exploring Elizabeth Laird’s ‘Welcome to Nowhere’.  This 

novel is set in recent history in Syria and follows the life of Omar, a thirteen year 

old boy, and his family as they flee the fighting.  As it is written from Omar’s point 

of view, it allows us to explore and discuss some challenging topics at a level 

appropriate for year 6.   

This story will help to stimulate writing in a number of different contexts including 

biographies, persuasive letters, newspaper reports & narratives. 

 

Mathematics During the first half of spring term, we aim to cover the remaining mathematics 

curriculum for Year 6.  This includes: algebra; ratio and proportion; calculating 

area, perimeter and volume of different shapes; co-ordinates and translations; 

reading and drawing pie charts; and measuring and drawing angles and 2D 

shapes.  After half term, we will then use half term assessments to choose topics 

for us to revise in the lead up to the Easter holidays. 

IPC Being Human 

First, we will continue with our human evolution and inheritance topic.  During this 

topic, we will explore: inherited characteristics and adaptation; the scientific theory 

of evolution and the evidence supporting it; human evolution and the evidence 

supporting it; and human intervention in adaptation and evolution including 

selective breeding. 

 

AD900 

In History, we’ll be finding out: 

 About the Maya from the buildings and artefacts they left behind 

 How the Maya worshipped their gods 

 How the Maya used glyphs for writing and counting 

 Why the Maya empire declined 

 What Benin City in West Africa might have looked like 

 How to use different sources to find out about the Kingdom of Benin 

 How the Edo/Benin people celebrate and worship 

 What happened to the Kingdom of Benin 

 Why the prophet Mohammad was so important to the Islamic civilisation 

 About the achievements and inventions of the Golden Age of Islam 

 Why the Islamic empire declined 

 



ICT Coding: 

 We will be using PurpleMash to continue to develop skills in using code to create 

working programs.  We will learn how to test code and how to debug a program. 

PSHE Respecting ourselves and our world. 

RE Justice and Freedom. 

Crucifixion and the Easter Story.  

P.E Gymnastics & Games 

Spanish Conversational Spanish, building confidence in speaking and using new vocabulary. 

Music Exploring music and songs linked to the Mayans and Benin including planning 

and performing our own West African masquerade. 
 

 

During the term, it is likely that at some point you will need to get in contact with a member of staff.  

We ask that you avoid the mornings as these are when we are usually busy preparing the classroom for 

the day ahead.  However, if it is urgent, please do not hesitate to speak to the teaching assistant when 

they collect the class from the playground in the morning.  Please also make use of the class wallets 

located directly outside the classroom to leave a note for a member of staff.  

If you wish to speak with a member of staff about your child, the best time to do this is directly after 

school.  We do however ask that you try to avoid a Wednesday as this our day for staff meetings.  Finally, 

we do provide parents with our email addresses.  Please feel free to write an email to us and we will do 

our best to get back to you promptly.  Please note that emails may not necessarily be checked or 

responded to immediately but will be checked regularly during the week.    

Uniform 

 

At Greenvale, we have very high expectations for uniform.  If for some reason your child is unable to 

wear an item of school uniform, please ensure that your child’s class teacher is notified on that particular 

day.  

 

Reading 

 

It is expected that you will read with your children each night. Please discuss the book with them to help 

to develop their comprehension skills. Children will participate in guided reading sessions whilst at 

school and can change their home reading book as appropriate. 

One of the ways we are encouraging the children to read a wider variety of challenging reads, is through 

our 11 before 11 award.  These books are: 

Stormbreaker – Antony Horowitz 

Broccoli Boy – Frank Cottrell-Boyce 

The Lion, The Witch & The Wardrobe – C.S. 

Lewis 

Artemis Fowl – Eoin Colfer 

Swallows & Amazons – Arthur Ransome 

Journey to the River Sea – Eva Ibbotson 

Scribbleboy – Philip Ridley 

Lost Riders – Elizabeth Laird 

Silverfin – Charlie Higson 

The Wind Singer – William Nicholson 

Clockwork – Philip Pullman 

 

 

 

 



Maths 

 

In year 6, it is crucial that children have quick and accurate access to their times tables up to 12x and 

their respective division facts.   

Without an understanding of these key facts, your child will find accessing the maths curriculum 

extremely difficult. I would therefore ask that you work with us and ensure that these are practised 

regularly at home. 

Please continue to work on these at home with your children. This also applies to those who already 

have received their gold award. 

Homework 

 

Spellings will continue to be issued on a Wednesday and tested each Monday. Homework will also be 

set on a Wednesday and is expected to be completed and returned the following Monday.  

Please note that it is the child’s responsibility for this to be completed and that if there is ever any 

uncertainty, they need to speak to a member of staff so that we are able to discuss this with them.   

Stars are rewarded for the effort that each child has put into their homework.  At the end of each half 

term, the children with the highest number of stars will receive a certificate and will also be named on 

the school newsletter.   

PE 

 

PE is on a Friday afternoon up until half term, then it will return to a Thursday, and Gymnastics is on a 

Tuesday afternoon.  

For both of these sessions, long hair must be tied up and earrings must be removed. 

If for some reason your child is unable to partake in P.E, parents will have to provide a note explaining 

the reasons as to why.  

Trips 

 

Please note that there may be an opportunity for parents to attend a visit along with the class at some 

point during the year.  As this can often be quite popular, names will be placed into a hat and chosen 

by the children.   

 

Volunteers 

 

At Greenvale, we are incredibly lucky to have so many parents and volunteers who are able to give up 

so much time to help out in class.  If you are able to help out in class, please get in contact via email so 

that a suitable time can be arranged.   

 

Items needed 

 

Appropriate stationery must be brought into school every day in a sensible pencil case. Please ensure 

that your child has a blue writing pen (no ball-point pens), a green pen, a purple pen, a pencil, a ruler, 



a rubber, a pair of scissors and a glue stick.  It would also be useful for your child to have their own 

protractor and compass as we will be using these this half term.  

Please can you continue to send your children in with boxes of tissues for use within class. We would 

also appreciate any donations of recyclable items (toilet rolls, cereal boxes, yoghurt pots, shoe boxes, 

etc). 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr Crow 

acrow@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk 

 


