
 

Welcome back! We hope you’ve had a lovely Easter holiday.  
 

This half term our theme will be ‘Once Upon a Time….’ Covering Fairy Stories and 
Traditional Tales.  We will use key texts throughout the topic from our ‘5 Before You’re 
5’ list and some other favourites such as ‘The three Little Pigs’ and ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’.  
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Reading 

 
As always, it is VITAL that your child 
reads daily at home to/with an adult.  
Please remember to write a comment in 
the box in their reading record to show 
they’ve read. If your child is finding it 
hard to focus try reading half a book 
each night. If your child is whizzing 
through books try spending the second 
night asking them questions about the 
text and focusing on comprehension 
skills. If you are finding this difficult or 
have any questions about reading do not 
hesitate to speak to us or drop us an 
email. 

Homework 
 

Please keep looking through your child’s 
Home Learning File with them regularly. 
We have now touched upon all of the 
sounds that we need to cover during 
Robins but do keep revising them with 
your child. They’ll need to be able to read 
and write all of the digraphs and trigraphs 
we have worked on this year confidently. 
Phonics homework will now take the form 
of sheets/activities to help with revision 
rather than the learning of new sounds. 

Outdoor Play 
We are hoping for some lovely weather this 
term! Do ensure your child has a sun hat and 
a bottle of water with them each day. Sun 
cream must be applied before the children 
come to school.   

 

Naming belongings 
Please ensure ALL belongings are clearly 
named. Sun hats, water bottles and 
cardigans/jumpers are often mislaid during 
the warmer months.  Naming them clearly 
means your child’s items can find their way 
back if lost. 
 



In addition to the usual requests, this half term we would really appreciate any donations of 
clear plastic cups, ‘Loose parts’ e.g. guttering, crates, large cogs.  If you have any leftover 
gravel sitting in your garage or sheds, we would appreciate it for our outdoor gravel pit.    

 
This half term our key focuses for learning will be ……. 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
To discuss the school values of determination and inspiration. Talking about dealing with emotions and 
feelings.  Discussing ‘Stranger Danger’ linked to Little Red Riding Hood and ‘Right and Wrong’ linked to 
Goldilocks and the Three bears. 
How you can help at home 

Encourage your child to talk about their feelings to help them cope when things don’t go their way. 

Encourage a sense of determination by talking about trying hard and not giving up. We talk about 

having a positive mind set and the huge difference between saying “I can’t do it” and “I can’t do it yet, 

but I am learning to.”  Talk about inspirational traits in people you know and well-known personalities,   

Would you like to be as kind as Grandma? As hard working as Uncle Bob? As determined as Mo Farah? 
Etc. 

Physical Development 
To continue to form letters using cursive script (posh school writing), and beginning to use joined up 
writing that sits on the lines neatly.  To know about how to keep safe in the sun by drinking water, 
wearing a sunhat and sun cream.  Teach children a SunSmart song.  We will begin to do outdoor PE 
where possible, developing games skills such as throwing and catching and using parachute games to 
develop team-work and co-operation.  Chris will be running trampoline sessions on Wednesday 
afternoons again.  Please ensure earrings are removed on PE days (Monday, Wednesday and Thursday). 
How you can help at home 
Talk to your children about the importance of keeping safe in the sun and why drinking water is so 
important.  Enjoy playing different outdoor games with your children.  Make the most of the warmer 
weather and visit local parks with bikes and scooters.  Developing a healthy, active lifestyle early on is 
beneficial to your child’s health.   
 

  

Dates for your diary 2018 

23rd April – Return to school 

26th April – Balance bike training – please return the forms sent before the Easter break 

6th May – Bank Holiday 

17th May – Robin’s Cake Sale 

20th – 24th May – Walk to school week (more details to follow) 

22nd May – Wellbeing Day (more information to follow) 

24th May – Break up for half term 

3rd June – Back to school 

 



Communication and language 
We will be expanding our vocabulary by hunting for ‘WOW words’ in the stories we share together, 
finding out what they mean and trying to use them in conversation. We are developing listening and 
concentration skills when in larger groups and for longer periods of time. We are following more 
complex instructions that are given to us verbally. 
How you can help at home 
Ask your child what ‘WOW words’ they know already. Encourage them to ask for the meaning of new 
words that they come across in conversations, on the television and in reading books. Check for 
listening and understanding by giving your child 2 or 3 step instructions and asking them to repeat them 
back to you before carrying them out. E.g. “First I need to brush your teeth, then wash your face and 
then come downstairs. Before you go tell me all the tings you are going to do so you don’t forget.”  
 

Numeracy 
We will continue working on adding by counting on and subtracting by counting back. We will learn 
about what it means to ‘double’ and ‘halve’ first with objects and then with numbers. We will be 
describing 3D shapes as we build fairy tale castles. Our outdoor ‘3 Little Pigs Builder’s Yard’ will provide 
lots of opportunities to weigh and measure.  
How you can help at home 
There are plenty of ways to support your child’s mathematical development skills at home.  You can use 
recyclable materials to build your own models and talk about the shapes of boxes and their properties 
as you build.  Giving your children mental math problems to solve – I’ve picked up 6 apples, if I picked up 
3 more how many would I have?  Using objects such as cars, marbles or buttons, talk with your children 
about doubles and half.    Can they find double or half of a given number?   

Literacy 
Daily phonics sessions will continue as we focus on using the sounds we know when reading and 
spelling words with 4 sounds and some 2 syllable words.  We will be learning to re-tell traditional tales 
ahead of writing them to develop our independence and stamina for writing. We will be looking at the 
use of ‘story language’ (Once upon a time, long ago, SUDDENLY, not long after etc.) to add an author’s 
‘flair’ to our written work. 
How to help at home 
Read and re-tell traditional tales and fairy stories. Talk about the repeating patterns/phrases within the 
stories. Perhaps put on a puppet show for Grandparents or visitors. Encourage your child to gain their ‘5 
before You’re 5’ award if they haven’t done so already. (Speak to us if you need to borrow any books!) 
Encourage sentence writing whenever possible by asking your child to write messages, notes or signs 
to put up around the house. (Encourage neat writing and clear finger spaces) Can their writing be read 
by someone else? 

Understanding the World 
We will be planting our army of ‘Supertatoes’, as well as runner beans.  We’ll be talking about the 
different things the beans need to grow.  Will they REALLY grow as quickly as the one in Jack and the 
beanstalk?  We will be learning to use our QR code pass cards and PIN numbers to Login securely on the 
iPads and school computers by ourselves! 
How you can help at home 
Get your child involved in caring for plants or vegetables in your garden. If you don’t have much space 
then try planting some cress seeds or growing veg tops and leaving them on the widow sill.  If you have 
access to a computer or tablet at home, take a look at some of the child friendly websites like cBeebies 
or Busy Things.   
 



Expressive Arts and Design 
We will be developing our imagination and drama skills in the role play ‘Gingerbread Cottage’ and 
outdoor ‘3 Little Pigs Builders Yard’.  Through ‘Let’s Move’, ‘Boogie Beebies’ and Dough Disco sessions 
children will be moving and responding to the rhythm of the music.  Children will have the opportunity 
to explore different textures, materials and equipment daily at the art and malleable areas. 
 
How you can help at home 
Have some fun engaging in imaginary play with your child.  You could be world explorers or perhaps re-
enact one of the 5 before 5 books.  There are lots of wonderful art and craft ideas on Pinterest and 
websites such as the Imagination Tree for things to do on a miserable day.  You may not realise it, but 
by making things like cloud dough, slime, playdough and building with recyclable materials, you are 
covering most areas of the curriculum.     
 

 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Mrs M Neri and Mrs L Chapman 
 

mneri@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk 

lchapman@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk 
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