
Greenvale Primary School
Geography Progression KS2

Locate the 
world’s 

countries

Saving the Planet –
Finding countries in 
South and Central 

America.

What’s on the Menu –
Locating countries and 

regions where 
particular foods are 

produced.

Earth as an Island –
Locate islands in the 
Caribbean.  Explore 

the geography of the 
surrounding areas.

Britain at War – Know 
the location of key 

countries in Europe and 
the rest of the world 
connected to WWII.

Name and 
locate 

countries in 
the U.K.

Croydon: The Origin 
Story – Locating 

Croydon in relation 
to the rest of the 

UK.

From Lands End to 
John O’Groats –

Name and locate UK 
countries and 

capitals

Earth as an Island –
Understand that the 

U.K. is an island, 
know the different 

regions.

Britain at War –
Name and locate 
countries and key 
cities in the UK.

Identify 
features on 
the globe

Saving the Planet –
Locating the 

Tropics.  Identifying 
areas with 
rainforest.

What’s on the Menu 
– Locating the 

equator, tropics, 
hemispheres.

Mission to Mars –
Identifying features 

on the globe 
including time zones.

Land of Ice & Fire –
Identifying the 

Artic circle and how 
the length of days 

changes.

Compare 
geographical 

locations

Croydon: The Origin 
Story – Study of 

Croydon as an area 
in the UK.

From Lands End to 
John O’Groats –

Find out about the 
Geography of the 

UK.

Earth as an Island –
In depth study of 
an island in the 

Caribbean –
compare to the U.K.

Land of Ice & Fire –
In depth study of 

Reykjavik and 
surrounding area –
compare to the U.K.

Physical 
Geography

Active Planet – Finding 
out about volcanoes.

From Lands End to John 
O’Groats – Valleys, 
Rivers, Mountains, 
Gorges in the UK.

Mission to Mars –
Exploring features on 

Earth that are 
important for human 

survival (biomes, 
vegetation belts etc.)

Land of Ice & Fire –
Exploring glaciers, 

Geysers, hot springs 
and other volcanic 
activity on Iceland.

Human 
Geography

Croydon: The Origin 
Story – Exploring the 
human geography of 

the local area.

What’s on the Menu –
Exploring how food is 

transported.
From Lands End to John 
O’Groats – Settlements.

Mission to Mars –
Building on Settlements 
from Yr4. Key features 
of human settlements.

Land of Ice & Fire –
Exploring how human 
geographical features 
are affected by the 

physical geography of 
an area.

Using maps to 
locate 

countries

Active Planet –
Locating volcanoes and 
countries in volcanic 

regions on maps.

From Lands End to John 
O’Groats – Using more 
detailed maps to follow 

routes in the UK.

Earth as an Island –
Use a variety of maps 
to locate a range of 

islands in the 
Caribbean.

Britain at War – Use 
maps to describe the 
changes in borders 

that occurred during 
and after WWII

Grid 
references & 
Compasses

Croydon: The Origin 
Story – Using local 
maps and simple grid 

references and keys to 
locate familiar places.

From Lands End to John 
O’Groats – Use OS 

maps to explore areas 
of the UK using more 

detailed keys.

Earth as an Island –
Use compass directions 
and grid references to 
describe areas of the 

islands.

Britain at War – Using 
OS maps, six figure 
grid references and 

complex keys to 
explore areas affected 

by bombing.

Use fieldwork 
skills

Croydon: The Origin 
Story – Create simple 
maps of the local area.

Earth as an Island –
Create maps and plans 
of areas of the islands.

Britain at War – Using 
bombing map of 

Croydon to locate 
areas near us.  Update 

maps to show new 
buildings.

Locational Knowledge

Place Knowledge

Human and physical Geography

Geographical skills & Fieldwork

Objective Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6



Greenvale Primary School
Geography Progression KS1

Name and locate 
the world’s seven 

continents and five 
oceans.

Hooray! Let’s Go on 
Holiday – Use world 
maps to identify the 
seven continents and 

five oceans.

Locational Knowledge

Objective Year 1 Year 2

Name, locate and 
identify the 

characteristics of 
the four countries 

of the U.K.

Our World –
Identifying the 

four countries that 
make up the U.K.

Hooray! Let’s Go on 
Holiday – Find out 
about the capital 
cities and some 
tourist locations.

Compare
similarities and 

differences of the 
UK and a non-

European country.

Who am I? –
Compare Selsdon & 
Croydon locality to 
village in Botswana 
(Seretse Khama)

Hooray! Let’s Go on 
Holiday – In depth 
study of Brighton, 
compare to Bali.

Identify seasons 
and weather 

patterns in the 
U.K.

Our World –
Exploring seasons 

and weather 
patterns in the UK.

Human and Physical Geography

Use geographical 
terminology to 

describe physical 
features.

Our World – Exploring 
simple physical 
features eg.

Mountains, rivers etc.

Hooray! Let’s Go on 
Holiday – Consider 

how different features 
of physical geography 
might attract tourists.

Place Knowledge
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Greenvale Primary School
Geography Progression KS1

Use geographical 
terminology to 

describe features 
of human 
geography.

Who am I? – Looking 
at maps of Selsdon
high street.  What 
features can they 

see?

Hooray! Let’s Go on 
Holiday – Consider 

how different features 
of human geography 

might attract tourists.

Human and Physical Geography

Objective Year 1 Year 2
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Use World maps 
and globes to 

identify countries.

Our World –
Identify the U.K. on 

a world map.

Hooray! Let’s Go on 
Holiday – Use world 
maps and globes to 
identify countries 
we could travel to.

Use simple compass 
directions to 

describe journeys.

Who am I? – Using 
maps of the school 
to plot a journey 

around the 
grounds.

Hooray! Let’s Go on 
Holiday – Acting as 
tourist operators 
to give directions.

Use aerial 
photographs and 
plans to recognise 

landmarks and 
features.

Who am I? – Looking 
at maps and aerial 
photos of the school 

and Selsdon.  
Recognising key 

features.

London is on Fire! –
Use plans and maps of 
London to recognise 
modern landmarks.

Use simple fieldwork 
skills to study the 
geography of the 
school and local 

area.

Who am I? –
Looking at maps of 
the Bird Sanctuary 

and school. Exploring 
the geography.

Geographical skills & Fieldwork


