
 

 

Newsletter 

Key Dates 

November  

9th - Parent Gym 9-11am (Last 
one) 

13th - Robins Phonics Stay & 
Play 9am 

14th - Flu Immunisations  

15th - Robins Phonics Stay & 
Play 9am 

16th - FOG Mufti Day 
(Chocolates) 

 Children in Need 

21st - Phonics Meeting KS1 
7pm  

23rd - FOG Quiz night 

27th - Y3 Workshop 

28th - YR 6 SATS Meeting 
7pm  

December 

3rd - Greenvale vs Purley Oaks  
Football  

5th - YR1 Phonics drop in 9am 

KS1 Christmas Lunch 12pm 

6th - YR1 Phonics drop in 9am 

KS2 Christmas Lunch 12pm 

7th - FOG Mufti Day (Bottles of 
drink) 

8th - Christmas Fair 12 - 3:30pm 

10th - KS1 Dress Rehearsal 2pm 

11th - KS1 Performance 9:30am 

12th - Robins Dress Rehearsal 
9:30am 

13th - Robins Performance 
9:30am 

KS2 St Johns Rehearsal 1:30pm 

14th - KS2 Concert at St Johns 
2pm 

21st - School Pantomime                 
***Break up at 2pm *** 

 

 
 
 

November 2018    

As you will be aware, following an inspection of the kitchen, the valve on the 

main gas supply in the kitchen was found to have a very small leak which 

meant that our gas supply had to be turned off.  Unfortunately, the earliest we 

could get this replaced was today.  

We are pleased to announce that this has now been repaired and we will be 

able to serve school dinners as normal.   

Thank you very much for your patience and understanding.   

School dinners 

10 before 10 plea 
It is no surprise that children who know more words, end up being more intelligent.  Reading, 

sharing and understanding high quality texts is by far the best way that children can acquire this 

vocabulary.   We would therefore ask that if you have any copies of the 10 before 10 books, that 

you consider donating these to the relevant class so that other children can read and enjoy 

these books.  These books have been specifically chosen to provide children with the high               

quality language that they will require in order to be successful at secondary school.  The books 

we are requesting are as follows: 

Rec:  The Three Billy Goats Gruff, The Little Red Hen, The Enormous Turnip, Goldilocks and the 

three bears, The Gingerbread Man.  

Y1: The Rainbow Fish, Harry the Dirty Dog, The Detective Dog, The Jolly Postman or other 

peoples’ letters, The Gruffalo, Monstersaurus.  

Y2: The day the crayons quit, Flat Stanley, The Magic Finger, The Tear thief, Fantastic Mr Fox, 

Grace and Family, Gorilla. 

Y3: Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, Pippa Morgan’s Diary, The Bolds, Billionaire Boy, Mr 

Majeika, Brain Freeze, Judy Moody, The Mouse Family Robinson  

Y4: The Worst Witch, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, How to train your dragon, Bill’s New 

Frock, The Turbulent Term of Tyke Tyler, Gangsta Granny, Please Mrs Butler,  Do igloos have loos?, 

Charlotte’s Web  

Y5: The Boy in the Tower, Danny, Champion of the World, Stig of the Dump, Who Let the 

Gods Out?, Kensuke’s Kingdom, A Series of Unfortunate Events, Heard it in the Playground, Won-

der, Tom’s Midnight Garden, The Graveyard Book. 

Y6: Stormbreaker, Millions,  The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe, The London Eye Mystery, 

Swallows and Amazons, Journey to the River Sea, Scribble Boy, Lost Riders, Running Wild, Treasure 

Island, The Secret Garden 
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Ciao Miss Clow... 

Parent Consultations 

Anti-bullying week  

 

During the week of 12th November, Greenvale will be partaking in activities linked to Anti-Bullying 
Week.  At Greenvale, we define bullying as ‘Several Times On Purpose’, using the acronym ‘STOP’ to 
help the children remember how they can identify such behaviour.   

At Greenvale, we ask that if ever you feel your child is a victim of bullying behaviour, that you begin 
by speaking to your child’s class teacher to make them aware of your concern.  Better still, please 
encourage your child to share their concern using the ‘Worried about something’ tab on the school 
website.  This will help give them ownership and responsibility of the situation. 

Did you know that the school had an Anti-Bullying Policy?  Please click here read it. 

Finally, we ask that should you or your child have an issue with another pupil, please do not try and 
deal with it yourself.   It can be incredibly threatening to a child to have an adult other than their own parent or a teacher ap-
proach them.  If it is your child, you will also have an emotional interest which is why we ask that you always inform us so that we 
are able to deal with this.   

We thank you for your co-operation.   

We are pleased to announce some exciting news… Next week, the week beginning 12th November, Miss Clow will be travelling 
to Bologna in Italy to be part of a project focussing on the Reggio Emilia style of teaching.  Miss Clow will be travelling along 
with around 15 Croydon teachers to spend some time in the classroom conducting observations and considering different              
approaches to teaching.  We believe this will be very exciting and very beneficial to teaching and learning at Greenvale.   

There will therefore be no board games club on Tuesday 13th November.  

Please don’t worry, Miss Clow will be returning after her week away and we look forward to hearing about her visit on her return. 
During next week, Mrs Whiting, Mrs Chapman and Mrs Neri will be covering the teaching in Y1.    

Following on from the parent consultations this week, you will now have been given targets for your children. Please work on 
these at home together.  

As you will be aware, expectations in recent years have risen considerably at school.  We want to ensure that by the time your 
child leaves Y6, they are able to access the KS3 curriculum and are fully prepared to tackle the challenges that come their way.  By 
encouraging your child to read their ‘10 before 10 books’ and striving for their Sandpiper awards, you can help them reach their 
full potential.  If you have any issues in relation to how to support your child, please email your child’s class teacher to arrange a 
meeting.    

Usborne Books 
A big thank you to Chloe Kerwood, mum to 
Isla in Robins class and Usborne book                    
consultant, who helped to co-ordinate the 
‘Ready, Steady, Read!’ event.  The children 
managed to achieve all of the books                
pictured through their reading efforts.  The 
photographs show only a selection of books, 
we couldn't fit them all in! 

All books have been distributed to classes now 
and include a range of audio books, topic re-
lated books and reading material for a range 
of abilities.  

file:///P:/Ali/Newsletters/ANTI-BULLYING.doc
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Children in Need  

Children in Need is on Friday 16th November this year which is the same day that we are having a   
mufti day at school.  Children should still bring in chocolates for the tombola stall that will be run at 
the Christmas fair but there will also be collection buckets if you would like to make a donation for 
Children in Need.  Mufti clothes, odd socks and even Pudsey or Blush ears will all be fine to wear on 
the day.  

An interview with Mrs Jackson 

As explained in our previous newsletter, members of the school council will be interviewing different members of staff 
about their role in school.  This month, Ella and Spencer took time to interview Mrs Jackson about the roles that she has 
at Greenvale.   

 

Tell us about the roles that you have in the school? 

I work as a 1:1 in the school alongside a pupil who has a statement of Special 
Educational Needs. I also work as a school councillor one afternoon a week.  I 
am currently seeing 5 children to offer emotional support.  

Tell us more about your counselling role? 

I run sessions on a 1:1 basis in a quiet and therapeutic environment.  Some of 
the children that I see that have emotional issues, some are sad, some anxious 
and others frightened due to things that may be going on both in and outside 
of school.  All of the sessions that I run are confidential and tend to involve 
play therapy.  This may include using play dough, sand, story books and thera-
peutic toys as this helps the children I see feel more relaxed, comfortable and 
safe.   

Why did you want to have the counselling role?   

I have worked with children with SEN for many years, many of whom have had a lot had emotional issues and often displayed 
signs of anxiety and anger.  I wanted to know how I could support them further so they are able to express themselves.  I there-
fore trained to be a councillor which have given me the tools to be able to help these children.  I find this very rewarding.     

Why did you want to work at our school?   

I was at my previous school when I was looking around at other job opportunities.  I saw the role advertised and went on the 
website.  When I came to the school to have a look around, I really liked the ethos.  The staff were all very caring and provided 
support not only to the children, but many of the families.  It was a place I was very keen to work at.   

What do you get up to in your spare time? 

I am the mother to four children who are all very talented in different ways and keep me busy; I am very proud of them.  I am also 
training to be an interpreter for people who use sign language.  I also go horse riding weekly. 

Mr Mernagh—Sandpiper awards 

Every Tuesday and Thursday, Mr Mernagh dad to Oisin and Fionn, comes into school to test children on their Sandpiper awards.  
Children should practice regularly at home to maintain their knowledge.     
 

The expectations for each year group are detailed below: 
Year 1 - Number bonds to 20 
Year 2 - 2s, 5s and 10s. 
Year 4 - All times tables and division facts.  
Year 5 / 6 - Need to maintain.  Often children learn for the test and then forget.    
 
Please encourage your children to learn their tables and go for testing on Tuesdays or Thursdays as this will 
really help them in tackling aspects of the maths curriculum.   



 

 

Greenvale Primary School 
Email: 

parents@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk 
absence@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk 

Tel 0208 651 2833 
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Windrush—Food tasting 

 

Bonfire  

On Monday 5th November, as part of our Bonfire Night celebrations and following an assembly about The Gunpowder Plot, the 
children made their way out onto the field to watch the lighting of the bonfire.  Perched at the top, was our very own Guy 
Fawkes, designed and made by the After School Club. 

The children were reminded of the key parts of the story before the fire was 
lit, within minutes, Guy was no more.   

A big thank you to Jeanette, Teresa and the children at the after school club 
for creating such an amazing Guy for our bonfire!   

A very special thank you to Gloria, Grandma of Morgan Wayne in Year 5, 
who gave up her time to come in and speak to the children about food in 
the Caribbean.   

As part of her visit, she brought in some rice and peas, stewed chicken 
and also some salt fish fritters.   

We were really impressed with how open-minded the children were with 
many wanting to go back for seconds.   

Some of the work that the children completed during the week to learn 
about the Empire Windrush has been entered into a competition being 
run by the council.  We hope to hear back shortly on how successful we 
have been.   

We have our fingers crossed!   

Healthy Lunches & Snacks 

As we operate as a healthy school, packed lunches should 
reflect this.  Crisps or chocolate should only be included in 

a packed lunch on a Friday. 

Snacks should also be of the healthy variety such as fruit 
and KS2 children can also purchase healthy snacks from 

the tuck shop each Thursday morning. Biscuits and                  
chocolate bars are not permitted as a 

break time snack. 


