
Greenvale Primary School
October Newsletter

Key Dates:
October
11th - YR3 Harvest Assembly 9am

Harvest donations
12th - Greenvale Circus
16th - YR4 Portals to the Past
17th - Cultures Day 
18th - YR1 Cake sale

Break up from school
(3:15/3:20pm)

21st - 25th HALF TERM

28th - Inset Day (school closed)  
29th - Back to school 8:50am
31st - Paint Purley Purple 

(Purple mufti clothes pay £1)

Click here for full list of calendar dates 
on our school website

Respect and Kindness

This term, our school values are Respect and Kindness. During assemblies we have been focussing 
specifically on the value of Respect, including: Respecting one another, Using the word ‘THINK’ to help 
us decide whether or not something should be said, Respecting our environment (Learning all about 
recycling), learning how to respect one another in our community and the importance.  We also shared a 
video which the children really enjoyed around Respect.  This can be accessed by clicking this link.  

Prefects

Following discussions amongst the staff, we have decided to appoint 
8 prefects to support staff in the day to day running of the school.  
We were incredibly impressed with the calibre of applications and 
are pleased to announce that the following Y6 pupils have been 
selected as prefects: Spencer, Isabella S, Oli F, Neve, Dionis, 
Sophie, Zoe and Zara.  

https://www.greenvale.croydon.sch.uk/parent-info/school-calendar/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjoDEQqyTig


Star of the week

Following on from our Parent coffee morning, I would like to clarify how we use the Star of The Week certificate at Greenvale.  

Each week, two children are chosen by the class teacher to receive this award.  This award can be awarded on any aspect of school, including 
demonstrating the school values, showing pleasing effort in their work and showing improvement that has been seen over time.
Individuals may be chosen for the award although on some occasions, a class may be rewarded a class star.  This may be for behaviour whilst on 
a school trip.  

All staff keep a record of children who have received a Star of the Week award to ensure that all children are presented with this award at least 
once during the academic year.  

It was good to hear that parents like that the winners of the certificates are now listed on the weekly round up.  

Should you have any queries or concerns regarding the Star of the Week, please do not hesitate to speak to your child’s class teacher.   

Football Results

A very big well done to the football team who have now had two 
matches, beating Forestdale in the league 6-0 and Christchurch in 
the Primary Cup 8-0 .  The boys have all played incredibly well and 
have shown great sportsmanship in both games.  A special thank 
you to all those who have come to show their support at games; 
this really makes a difference!  Thank you!  



Coffee Morning Feedback

A very big thank you to those who were able to attend the coffee morning last week.  It was really good to get the views of parents on a range 
of different school initiatives.  We are aware that we do considerable amount throughout the year which goes towards creating the family ethos 
that we have at Greenvale.  We are now working hard to see if we can further improve the way in which we work with parents to support their 
children with their academic progress.  Feedback received included:

● Parents felt the weekly communication email was helpful.  
● The dads really enjoyed the Fathers Day morning; the mums would like one too! 
● People prefered the new approach to homework in KS2, with one week of comprehension and one week of creative homework. 
● The teddy bears picnic idea was a real success and enjoyed by all. 

Areas for us to consider are: 

● Clarification over Star of the Week certificates - Ensuring that there is a fair system in place.
● Consider the timings of meetings to accommodate working parents.  
● Consider a more formalised structure to breakfast club / clarify menu choices

Celebrating Black History Month at Greenvale

During the month of October, we will be marking Black History Month by looking at Black British Culture.  This will include classes celebrating 
difference, using books such as Aree Chung’s ‘Mixed’, writing letters congratulating some of our athletes at the recent World Athletics 
Championships, learning about people who have campaigned for change in society such as Baroness Lawrence as well as learning about the 
Arts and events that celebrate Black British culture such as the Notting Hill Carnival.  We look forward to sharing our celebrations in the 
November edition of our school newsletter.  

 



Reading Page on the website 

Over the past couple of weeks, we have been 
busy planning and designing a new page on 
the school website solely for reading.  On the 
page, we have videos which help share why 
reading aloud is so vital, copies of the books 
listed on the 10 before 10 lists (for each class) 
and copies of the class reader books that will 
be shared in class. 

To visit the page on our website, please click 
here.   

Updated 10 before 10 lists

Following discussions with school council, we have now updated our 10 before 10 lists for 
each year group.  We have added a few additional titles to the list to provide children with a 
little more choice of books from which to read.  Remember, these are books that can be 
shared together and do not have to be read solely by the child.  This year, we will be creating 
some questions to go alongside each book to support parents when discussing books 
alongside their children. Stay tuned!      

Usborne Reading Challenge

Over the next two weeks, children are taking part in 
The Usborne Reading Challenge.  The main idea is 
that children get sponsorship for reading a particular 
number of times which ties in very nicely with our ‘5 
times a week’ programme which is running across 
KS2. 

● If each class raised £14, Greenvale gets £10 
of books for free.

● If each class raised £36, Greenvale gets 
£107 of books for free.

● If each class raised £86, Greenvale gets 
£360 of books for free.

A flash set of wheels

During last week’s assembly, Mrs Harrison 
unveiled our brand new reading trolley.  
This is specifically for children to use 
during break and lunchtimes, if they would 
rather sit quietly and share a book. A big 
thank you to Mr Malley who gave the 
trolley a brand new coat of paint and even 
managed to find a couple of reflectors for 
the back!  

We hope the children will get some 
enjoyment out of sharing the books during 
breaks and lunchtimes.     

https://www.greenvale.croydon.sch.uk/reading/
https://www.greenvale.croydon.sch.uk/reading/


Breakfast Club

Following feedback received at the coffee morning, I thought I would write to clarify a few queries in relating to Breakfast Club.  

Food   

After speaking with the Collegiate Trust, they have informed me that it is possible for children to have a hot option as part of the breakfast club 
offer. In addition to Toast and Cereal, children will be able to have Porridge (each day if requested), Baked beans (Mon, Wed, Fri) and Scrambled 
egg (Tue and Thur).  

Timings  

We have also introduced some timings to the session to provide a little structure to our offer.  
We hope that this helps to keep children occupied and ensures that breakfast club is 
enjoyable and welcoming for all.  

Assembly Invitation

At Greenvale we are keen to involve parents as much as possible in 
our children’s’ education.  We were wondering if we had any parents 
of particular faiths who would be keen to present during an assembly.

Last year, Mrs Ali, one of our student teachers, was able to share her 
experience of Ramadan with the children which they found 
fascinating.  If you would be interested, please email Mr Bowden.    

Breakfast Club Timings

7.30am - Breakfast club opens

7.30-8.15am - Games in the hall led by 
the adult

8.15-8.30am - Food.  During this time, 
children will be sat at the tables and will 
have breakfast.  

8.30-8.50am - Reading a book from the 
trolley / playing a board game.  

8.50am - School starts



Contact Details

@greenvalesch

Twitter handle:

Phone number: 0208 651 2833
General enquiries: enquiries@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk
Absence: absence@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk


