Greenvale Primary School
March Newsletter
March dates:
Thu 3rd - World Book Day, special
lunch & Bedtime Stories 6pm - 7pm
Fri 4th - Elm Mufti Day
Mon 7th - Parent Consultations
4-7pm
Thu 10th - Parent Consultations
5-8pm
Fri 11th - FOG Race Night
Mon 21st - School Book Fair Week
FOG Someone Special Day
Fri 25th - Year 3 Cake Sale

A note from Mr Bowden...
A very warm welcome back after the half-term period. As you will be aware, the end of last
half term proved challenging on many levels with a significant number of children and staff
isolating with COVID-19.
I would like to say a big thank you to the staff in school who were able to ensure the
smooth running of the school in my absence and also a big thank you to parents, in
particular those in Year 1, for your understanding. Closing a class for any period of time
was the last thing that we wanted to do, although given the number of staff who were
absent, I, along with governors did not believe it viable or safe to operate at full capacity
with limited staff capacity.
Positive times are ahead and whilst COVID-19 restrictions ease further and we begin to
see the first signs of Spring, we look forward to the coming weeks and the exciting learning
we have in store for your children.

Breaking Stereotypes…
When looking at national pupil data, particular trends stand out which would suggest that boys outperform girls in Maths and
girls outperform boys in English. Whilst we accept that these are established trends amongst national data, at Greenvale we
want to do all we can to minimise the negative impact that such stereotypes can have on children. Sadly, periods of lockdown
have only widened these gaps. Below, we outline steps we have taken at Greenvale.

The Stereotype: ‘Girls are better than boys at writing because they read more whereas boys just play’
What we are doing at Greenvale:

How you can help:

As reported in last month’s newsletter, at the beginning of the year, we
embarked upon a new approach for the teaching of English called Talk for
Writing.

Whilst these suggestions may sound straight forward, they will make a
noticeable impact upon your child’s ability in English:
●

This approach incorporates lots of speaking and actions into the retelling
of stories which whilst we know will appeal to all children, we believe will
particularly engage some of the boys who may lack motivation in English.
Observations and data have already shown some very promising
progress that has been made by children. We look forward to using this
approach further as the year progresses.

●

●

●

Read and talk about books with your children. Can they complete
their class 10 before 10 list?
Talk to your children about what they are currently learning in
English - Can they perform the passage with all of the actions?
(Please ask your child’s teacher for a story map if required)
Play games that develop their vocabulary and spelling, such as
Boggle. Children will pick up on the words that you create and
can then apply these in their own writing.
Talk about things in the news over dinner time. Explain the
meanings of words and make links between ideas.

Breaking Stereotypes…
The Stereotype: ‘Mums help with the English and the spelling, but dads help with the maths’.’
What we are doing at Greenvale:
At the beginning of the academic year, all teachers were provided with
academic research specifically around improving girls’ confidence in
maths. Since reading the research teachers have been putting specific
interventions in place to increase the engagement of girls during maths
lessons.
Another way in which we are trying to narrow the gap is to ensure that
girls are provided with examples of women in our community who use
maths in their day to day jobs.
We are pleased to inform you that on 21st March, all pupils in Year 5 and
Year 6 will take part in a STEAM day, led by Mona, a Space engineer and
break dancer, who will be leading the children in some exciting Maths
activities. This has been funded by the Friends of Greenvale and if
successful, will be repeated for Year 3 and 4 during the Summer term.
For more information, click here…

How you can help:
●
●
●

●
●

Highlighting any women within your family or community who
use maths in their day to day learning.
Encouraging all efforts made - for example, a child achieving
their Sandpiper awards.
Saying if you are unsure and seeking help - One of the main
findings from research would suggest that girls would rather sit
there unsure as opposed to admitting that they may be unsure.
Coming into school to join in with a maths lesson.
Ensuring that you do not put yourself down in front of your
children with phrases such as ‘I’m not good at maths’ .

Parent Consultations
On the 7th and 10th March, we welcome parents to the
school for parent consultations. Please note that these
dates have changed from what was previously
advertised. The purpose of these meetings is to discuss
your child’s progress and areas for development going
forward.
Our sign-up will go live on Monday 28th February.
We have taken the decision to hold these meetings in
person - whilst we are mindful to offer a virtual option
going forward, we are mindful that some of our parents
have had limited time in the school given the recent
lockdowns. This will also allow parents to view their
children’s books and for teachers to share year group
expectations with parents.
There is an expectation that every pupil has at least one
parent in attendance on either of these evenings. Should
you have any questions, please contact your child’s
teacher.

Stationery Shop
Back by popular demand, we are pleased to announce that our
stationery shop will be returning to Greenvale on Friday
mornings before school.
The following items will be on sale:

Stationery Shop Price List
Pens (Only required for KS2) - £1
Pencils - 50p
Rubber - 50p
Sharpener - 50p
Ruler - 50p
Pritt Stick - £1

PE Kit
Please ensure that children come to school in the correct
PE kit.
We have noticed that some children are wearing grey, navy
and even branded jogging bottoms, leggings and coloured
trainer socks.
Children should only wear plain black jogging bottoms
and normal school socks with their PE kit please.
We are keen to keep the normal smart standards of uniform
on PE days and would appreciate your help with this.
Thank You.

World Book Day - Thursday 3rd March
On Thursday 3rd March, we celebrate World Book Day at
Greenvale. Children are welcome to come to school
dressed as a character from a book. Please do not spend
a lot of money on a costume - we would rather you spend
money on the books themselves!
From 6-7pm on this date,,
we will also be hosting
Bedtime stories where
children will be able to
attend school along with a
teddy in their Pyjamas,
slippers and hear stories
read by members of staff.
This event will run between
6-7pm and will cost £1 to
cover the costs of a hot
chocolate and biscuit.
To book a place, please
click here.

Afters

Please see the below for the upcoming
themes for March!

The children in Afters had
fun joining in the RSPB
bird watch, making bird
feeders and painting
ceramic birds.

This half term our Role play area has
become a florist, so we’ve been
practising our flower arranging skills.

We’ve been
busy creating
lots of
masterpieces
in our new Art
and craft area

Week
beginning

Theme

28th Feb

Pancake day / World Book
Day

7th Mar

Flowers and Plants

14th Mar

British Science Week / St
Patrick’s Day

21st Mar

Someone special day

28th Mar

Easter

4th Apr

Easter

Join us next week for pancake and
World Book day fun!

LGBT+ History week
During the week of 21st February, Greenvale
celebrated LGBT+ History week.
This year’s theme provided a focus on art, with
children being taught that difference was
something to be respected and celebrated.
Whilst Reception and KS1 focussed on the
colours in the rainbow, KS2 focused on pop art
and produced some stunning pieces to be proud
of.
Once again, a huge thank you to all those who
were able to attend the workshop at the end of
last half term to think of ideas as to how this
event could be celebrated at Greenvale.

Parent and Volunteer Plea
We are extremely grateful for the team of dedicated parents and volunteers that we have at Greenvale, who regularly give
up their time to come and work alongside our pupils. We are always keen to increase the number of volunteers working
within our school as we know that by having an increased number of adults, more children are able to have the opportunity
to work alongside adults during the school day. As a parent it is also great to see what learning happens in the classroom.
Are you?
●
●
●
●

Someone who is keen and enthusiastic to support our children.
A person who is able to maintain a sense of confidentiality.
An individual who has a regular time during the week that they could dedicate to volunteering.
A person who is willing to undergo a DBS clearance.

Should you be interested in volunteering at Greenvale, please do not hesitate to pick up the phone or email with Mrs
Whiting via twhiting@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk .

COVID-19

As you will be aware, many of the restrictions in relation to COVID have now been relaxed, including the
legal obligation to self-isolate following a positive test.
Public Health guidance remains in place however, and still advises those who test positive on a lateral flow
to stay at home for a minimum of 5 days and continue to isolate until they have received two negative
lateral flow results on consecutive days.
Whilst we appreciate that we are unable to insist that parents test their children, we ask that should you
have any concerns about your child’s health, you continue to follow the advice from public health. To
clarify, any absence that relates to COVID self-isolation will be authorised.
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school office.

Contact Details
Role

Staff name

Email

Headteacher /
Safeguarding

Mr Bowden

dbowden@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Deputy Headteacher

Mrs Whiting

twhiting@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Assistant Headteacher

Mrs Harrison

hharrison@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Business Manager

Mrs Sawyer Bell

vsawyerbell@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Office Administrator

Mrs Smith

asmith@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Finance Officer

Mrs Thorpe

jthorpe@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Twitter handle:

@greenvalesch

Phone number: 0208 651 2833
General enquiries: parents@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk
Absence: absence@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Role

Staff name

Email

Reception

Miss Kemp

ckemp@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Year 1

Mrs Neri

mneri@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Year 2

Mrs Malik

mmalik@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Year 3

Mr Bibby

mbibby@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Year 4

Mrs Harrison

hharrison@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Year 5

Mr White

cwhite@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Miss Bernardo

ibernardo@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Mr Crow

acrow@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Year 6

