
Greenvale Primary School
December Newsletter

Key dates:

Jan 3rd - Inset day - School closed
Jan 4th - Term begins
Jan 12th - Y4 Breakfast morning
Jan 19th - Rec breakfast morning
Jan 26th - Year 1 breakfast morning
Feb 2nd - Year 5 breakfast morning
Feb 9th - Year 3 breakfast morning
Feb 23rd - Year 2 breakfast morning
Feb 24th - Year 6 breakfast morning

A note from Mr Bowden... 
Firstly, I would like to begin by wishing you and your family a very Merry Christmas.  I 
hope that when it arrives, you are able to enjoy a well earned rest and some much needed 
family time.

A very big thank you for your support at the Christmas fair.  This was yet another incredibly 
successful Friends of Greenvale event and one which has raised some vital funds for the 
school.  We look forward to sharing some exciting news in the New Year about how we 
plan to spend this money and am sure that every child will be able to benefit from this. 

A special thank you to those who were able to volunteer on a stall.  It is really important 
that we have as many volunteers as possible as opposed to the load being shared by the 
same small number of parents.  It really is true when they say that it takes a village to 
raise a child.  



Christmas Nativity / KS1 Christmas Play 

A very big well done to our Robins, 
Swallows and Chaffinches for putting 
on two incredible performances of ‘The 
Sleepy Shepherd’ and ‘Christmas with 
the aliens’.  It was lovely to welcome 
parents and families to the 
performances to get everyone in the 
festive mood.  

We look forward to welcoming parents of KS2 pupils up to the church on Thursday afternoon for our 
carol service.  This begins at 2pm.  Please note that any toddlers will need to be closely supervised 
throughout the service.  



Holidays and Attendance

As we move towards the Christmas holidays, I want to flag up the importance of good school attendance.  At 
Greenvale, we are very proud of our school attendance and wish to ensure that we can keep this as high as 
possible.  Put simply, children who are in school more frequently, perform better.

We continue to keep a close eye on each child’s attendance.  For children below 90%, we require a doctor’s 
certificate to be provided as evidence of absence.  Failure to provide this will mean that your child’s attendance is 
unauthorised which can result in further action being taken against those with parental responsibility. 

Please understand that this is never the course of action we wish to take.  We would much prefer to work with 
you to ensure good school attendance. 

Furthermore, it has also come to light that we currently have an increased number of children taking breaks 
during term time.  I am unable to authorise any time off for holidays or short breaks taken during term time.  It is 
a combination of unauthorised holiday as well as sickness that means that children then fall into the category of  
‘unauthorised absentee’.  You can view your child’s current % attendance on the homepage of your Arbor app. 



At Greenvale, we are continually looking for volunteers.  This could be a parent / carer / grandparent or close family 
friend.  Please note that all volunteers will require a DBS enhanced disclosure certificate in order to volunteer at the 
school. 

Jobs that we require include supporting staff with displays, listening to readers and supporting children in a 1:1 
capacity. Should this be of interest, please do not hesitate to come and speak with Mr Bowden directly.   

Volunteers

Our school values play a very important role in supporting children’s Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural 
development. 

This coming term we will be focussing on our school values of Cooperation and Responsibility.  

During the Spring term, we will have a specific focus on Sustainability which will use the opportunity to develop a 
more sustainable approach to what we do both at school and at home.  A special well done to those children selected 
to be Eco Monitors who include Samuel (Y3) Archie (Y3), Tobias (Y4), Isla (Y4), Gracie (Y5), Emily (Y5), Catherine 
(Y5) and Teddy H (Y5). 

School values for the Spring term



On Sunday 20th November, we 
held our first Grounds day of the 
year.  

We had a team of around 12 
parents / staff who did a great 
job at cutting back, sweeping 
leaves, clearing weeds and 
re-stocking Forest School with 
logs for children to sit on during 
lessons.  

A huge thank you to those who 
came to help!  

Grounds Day



During the Spring term, we look forward to being able to offer 
parents an opportunity to come into school to enjoy breakfast with 
their children. 

For simplicity, food will be priced at £5 and will include food and a 
drink.  Any profit made will be given directly to the class. 

During the morning, children will have a go at presenting their latest 
Talk for Writing text.  Following this, we will have a couple of children 
talk through the writing process and then provide you with some time 
to have a look through your children’s book. There may even be an 
opportunity for the children to teach you a paragraph using the Talk 
for Writing approach!

Following this, there will be an opportunity to share a book with your 
child before the end of the session at 9.50am. 

A Google form will be sent out prior to these events.  We do hope 
that you, or a member of your wider family, are able to attend.  

Breakfast mornings
Year group Date

Rec Thursday 19th January 

1  Thursday 26th January

2  Thursday 23rd February

3  Thursday 9th February

4  Thursday 12th January

5  Thursday 2nd February

6 Friday 24th February 



When reading cards were initially created at Greenvale, the main purpose was to 
encourage regular reading at home.  Whilst these work for some pupils, a recent 
survey amongst children suggests that there are often times where their parent has 
signed the card when they have not actually read, which defeats the purpose of the 
cards.  Those children who are good readers and have a good attitude to their work, 
do read regularly, whilst those who struggle will read far less often than their peers, 
leading to a significant difference in outcomes. 

After the Christmas break, we will be trialing a couple of new approaches with the aim 
of improving reading engagement between parents / carers and children.  These will 
begin in our Year 4 class and may well be trialled elsewhere should they prove 
successful. 

In the meantime, please only sign reading cards if your child has read to, or with, an 
adult.  Should your child have difficulty, or you are experiencing challenges in getting 
them to complete daily reading, please speak to your child’s class teacher.  The 
impact that reading has on your child’s life chances is too significant to leave to later in 
their education.    

Reading cards at Greenvale



Before and After School clubs just for Greenvale pupils!

Morning “Feeding Frenzy” : 
Wednesday 8.00 - 8.45am

After School 3.30-4.15pm: 
Monday - Robin & KS1 Animal Rangers
Tuesday - Open to all ages Animal 
Rangers
Wednesday - KS2 Animal Rangers

The ARC Centre staff offer a drop and 
collect service. They will drop the children 

off in the playground, to line up after 
Morning club. For the After School club, the 
participating children will be collected from 
their classes and given a space to change 
into appropriate clothing and footwear 

before the session starts.

These classes are run specifically for Greenvale pupils and are offered at the reduced rate of £6 per session, booked and paid 
for half termly. If you would like your child to attend a one off trail class, then these are also available to be booked through 
the website.  https://www.the-arc-centre.co.uk/weekly-classes-4-11-years

Spaces Are 
limited so please 
book before the 
start of term.

Any queries please email info@the-arc-centre.co.uk



Contact Details

@greenvalesch

Twitter handle:

Phone number: 0208 651 2833
General enquiries: parents@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk
Absence: absence@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Role Staff name Email
Headteacher / 
Safeguarding

Mr Bowden dbowden@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Deputy Headteacher Mrs Whiting twhiting@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Assistant Headteacher Mrs Harrison hharrison@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Office Manager Mrs Smith parents@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Office Administrator Mrs Smith parents@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Finance Officer Mrs Thorpe accounts@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Role Staff name Email
Reception Mrs Neri / Mrs Barnard mneri@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

cbarnard@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Year 1 Mr Bibby mbibby@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Year 2 Mrs Malik mmalik@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Year 3 Miss Brown hbrown@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Year 4 Mrs Harrison hharrison@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Year 5 Mr White cwhite@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk

Year 6 Mr Crow acrow@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk
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